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PUNK CD's/vinyl etc at BARGAIN prices (all 
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CONTACT FOR ALL QUERIES - TREVHAGL@HOTMAIL.COM 

- REVIEWS -. 


AIRES & GRACES - What Happened To The Kids? 7” 

(www.longshotmusic.com) 

According to their My Space site A&G are a “non racist, non nationalist band” yet 
they have a song called “Better Dead Than Red”, a dedication to Pure Impact on 
the insert, and a thanks to the US army for “all you’ve done for this country” (not 
a job I would like but how exactly is killing thousands of civilians in Iraq making 
the country better?). Musically it’s not bad and the strong vocals give it a 
BELTONES feel. If not for the jock mentality, I would definitely want to hear 
more. 

BAKERS DOZEN - Raise Hell 7” (www.step 1 music.com) 

3 new songs , and if you’re lucky you’ll get one of the 250 only (x4) colour 
vinyls. No great departure from their previous stuff musically (ie raw heavy Oi), 
but thankfully the lyrics are now something we can all relate to as the band lay 
into freeloading politicians (expenses scandal) and the complete lack of hope as 
Britain slides into recession. 
















BONECRUSHER- Our Nations Burning 10” (www.longshotmusic.com ) 

Their last 10” seemed to lack the spark that made them one of the best bands in 
the 90’s but fear not, they are back to what they do best. Cracking US streetpunk 
with a nod to early BLITZ (they also rip off the tune to 4Skins’ “Chaos” but they 
turn it into a mighty fine song of their own , “Remember”). Hard as nails but not 
neglecting tunes, these 4 songs wouldn’t be out of place on “Working for 
Nothing” , and the usual Longshot standards apply - well cut, beefy sounding 
clear vinyl in splatter effect. 

BOWLING FOR SOUP - My Wena CDS ( www.agrecords.co.uk) 

Oh look. There’s a woman dressed as a cock, and the band are licking her like jerks in a 
US high school movie. Aren’t they hilarious? Like “Turning Japanese” it’s a double 
entendre laden song about shaking hands with the old man, yet musically makes even The 
Vapors sound like Discharge. Overproduced sickly sweet pop-punk made even worse by 
the fact that the band look not much younger than me. 

BOWLING FOR SOUP - Sorry For Partying CD (see above) 

Maybe I am mellowing but if you put yourself in the shoes of a 14 year old girl 
then I guess the tunes are pretty catchy and for top 30/pop music it isn’t too bad. I 
suspect that BFS are probably more clued up that they let on ; their cheesy 
graphics and big bucks production and 60’s harmonies masking 4 blokes who 
have some good records in their collections, who are laughing their heads off in 
disbelief at the 1000+ queues outside the Academy who fell for it. 

CONDEMNED 84- Oi Ain’t Dead 7” (www.steplmusic.com ) 

This was one of the last C84 records before they descended into bad metal and 
tabloid cliches. More varied than you might remember, with the catchy , simple 
but effective lead guitar on the title track to an almost Stooges riff on “Under 
Your Thumb” , with the B side more in line with the songs on “Face The 
Aggression” from same era. The original of this now fetches up to £30 , so , 
seeing an opening , Tony Step 1 has released it on Ltd col V (various colours x 
250). 

CONCRETE GODS - Welcome To The Empire Club CD 

( www.mvspace.com/concretegods ). London mod/punk band featuring ex 
members of Superyob/Straw Dogs , these have been going for a good few years. 
The bands 2 singles (under Aceface) were fine 77 punk meets mod, but the first 
album was a bit disappointing. This new album is a big return to form; it includes 
a new version of the 7” “Oxbridge Boys” and the other songs are of a similar 
nature thankfully. Not often you get a singer who can sing and some brilliantly 
written abstract lyrics with an admirable degree of sarcasm (“Power To The 









People...whoever they may be” ; mirroring Haystack’s other bands’ “Champagne 
Socialist”). The subjects are not new (attacking privilege , lying politicians, and a 
country so fucked the poor end up with their heads in the gas oven) but they’re 
done in a completely unique way. There’s even a great cover of “Common 
People” (PULP being one of the few indie bands I could tolerate). Quite a bit of 
variation to hold your interest, from the semi ballad “London Town” (along the 
lines of The Jam’s “That’s Entertainment”), to some cracking punkers like “Half 
Day Closing” (“when you could tell the difference between Labour and Tory”) 
and even a dash of early BLYTH POWER. 

CONTROL / MARCHING ORDERS - Split 7” (www.longshotmusic.com ) 
Control’s songs are taken from their CD. “Stand Up and Fight”is a rabble rousing 
call to arms against our New Labour/ Neo Tory masters although the lyrics are 
somewhat ambiguous , giving no idea that the band’s own politics seem to be 
halfway between English Defence League and the Taxpayers Alliance . The 
second number “Vigilante” is a News Of The World -esque call to attack paedos 
and knife wielding charvers. Maybe they could hand over the paedos to the little 
shits who carry knives?! MARCHING ORDERS’ songs are the best I’ve heard 
since their split 7” with Alternate Action. Top notch Aussie Oi. Good tunes by 
both bands and the usual cracking Longshot packaging. 

DOCKSIDE HOOKERS - Killing The Music 7” (www.longshotmusic.com) 

4 tracks on eye catching splatter vinyl plus lyric sheet - Longshot never skimps! 
This is good tuneful Oi with raw but promising riffs, although the vocals get on 
yer nerves at times (think an even more strained A1 Barr). Songs about being 
proud to work hard in a shit job (an oxymoron if you ask me) fighting in Irish 
pubs, and an attack on fake punk (presumably Warped Tour and all these trendy 
shops that sell Ramones tshirts?). 

EDDIE & THE HOTRODS - Singles Collection (www.captainoi.com ) 

The band were usually only known for one song but they had other good tunes 
like “Media Messiahs” , “Power & The Glory” and “Quit This Town” (some of 
which, like “Do Anything You Wanna Do” , could’ve done with the raw R & B 
guitars of the more obscure numbers and less radio friendly production). The other 
songs range from blues festival style to Rolling Stones. They had some bite to em 
- rocking guitar and thumping bass & drums - but the rocky vocals and harmonica 
(if that’s what it is?) spoil the mix , and boy did Dawn cringe when she heard the 
words “bopping” and “getting my kicks” in the same song. But this WAS the 
70’s!! Cracking packaging and sleevenotes once more. 










FIGHT BACK - Who Cares CDR ( www.mvspace.com/fightbackpunx ) 

New band featuring the drummer of The Exploited on vocals. This manages to be 
dedicated to “the unsung heroes of the British armed forces-past and present” without 
being gung ho or naive about the war business itself (Bush and Blair get some stick for the 
murderers they are). Gets off to a great start with “Fight Back” with it’s singalong chorus 
(“stand up for what you believe!”) and a couple more good un’s follow before losing 
momentum by covering one of the Exploited’s (and Vibrators’) worst songs in my opinion 
(“Troops of Tomorrow”) and the ones that follow aren’t as memorable as the opening 
tracks. 

HARRINGTON SAINTS- Bootstraps 7” (www.longshotmusic.com) 

90’s style US Oi/punk. If Dropkick Murphys never discovered the folk, they 
probably woulda ended up sounding like this. Basic but powerful, helped along 
by the usual high quality Longshot pressing. On fine splatter clear vinyl. 

HICKEY UNDERWORLD - Blonde Fire CDS (www.thehickevunderworld.com via 
Division PR) 

These owe a small debt to Nirvana, Jesus Lizard and Minor Threat, apparently , and the 
latter must be the most way-off comparison I’ve heard in my life. I never liked Minor 
Threat but even they don’t deserve their name tarnished by association with this 
overproduced whining indie drivel that sounds like a cross between U2 and post new 
romantic shite like DEACON BLUE. Fucking rubbish, to put it mildly. 

HOSTILES- Always Looking Forward CD (www.tnsrecords.co.uk) 

I guess there must be courses at Uni that deal solely with brass instruments. 

“Sorry son, all places on Law are taken. Fancy studying the trumpet?” . Like 
every other ska/punk band these days . Yes, it’s as Americanised as a McDonalds 
drive through (mainly the GREEN DAY vocals), the lyrics verge on Emo, and yet 
there’s something about it that held my attention - some twists and turns and semi 
theatrical bits. Not bad for this sort of thing I guess. It has some raw guitar that 
stops it being bland. 

HOTLINES - S/T CD (www.mvspace.com/thehotlines) 

The drab, old fashioned cover led me to expect garage/trash punk but this is 
upbeat poppy punk all the way ; think SCREECHING WEASEL / QUEERS with 
GREEN DAY vocals. A bit sickly sweet, and like all these bands the lyrics are 
about nowt, but there’s good tunes throughout and it has a bit oomph about it. 

KING CROWS- MCD (www.myspace.com/kingcrows) 

The Sweet and Slade made some great singles but every time you hear the word 
‘glam’ these days it’s either the Americanised rock variety and/or pop/indie 
wimpsville. Not so this band from Leeds. They have the necessary punk rock 
energy to stand out from the crowd. The lyrics - like all their contemporaries - are 











pretty throwaway, but “Hanging Around” and “One Of The Boys” (no not a 
predictable cover) are cracking tunes with great Slaughter & The Dogs bass 
sound, raw guitars and the crash cymbal takes a good battering which is always 
good to see. Even the less impressive , more psychobilly tinged numbers ain’t bad 
, and they somehow manage to do a good acoustic tune to round off this 7 tracker 
(“Writing On The Wall” will be a classic when they get round to doing a full band 
version). 

LETS DANCE- X Ray Eyes 7” (www.longshotmusic.com ) 

Their first 7” went straight over my head and this, while an improvement, is still 
pretty much average new punk with bratty vocals. I detect a bit 
HEARTBREAKERS influence on the B side (when it finally gets going) but on 
the whole it sounds more like THE RIFFS. The A side gets off to a decent start 
with a fast, fairly tuneful number but it sounds like it’s on the wrong speed when 
the singing kicks in. Last couple of tracks are throwaway. 

LOBOTOMIES- Big Bang Hangover CD (www.thelobotomies.net) 

Kicks off with 2 tracks of screaming and bawling but just as I’m about to throw it on the 
modem punk rubbish tip, up pops “Shitcore” which incorporates a hint of a tune. 

Intrigued, I stay the course and I’m glad I did because there’s some cracking songs like 
“Year Zero”, “The Numb” and the pick of the bunch, the title track. Raging RESTARTS 
meets CONFLICT style punk with vicious guitars, a drummer who must have pictures of 
Peter Mandelson on the skins, and a bassist who’s fingers must end up like David 
Blunkett’s after reading a cheese grater. The lyrics are good too, very original and cleverly 
worded. If they got rid of the blatant screamy /thrash stuff they’d be a force to be reckoned 
with 

LOS SALVADORES - Wasps Birds & Clients CDEP ( www.lossalvadores.co.uk/mp3s ) 
Credit where credit’s due , they didn’t take a hissyfit at my lukewarm review of their 
album, not that I like this either! This is more mellow, like campfire music, only played 
with a full band. If you like that spin-off from Stockyard Stoics/Filaments (I forget the 
name) you’ll like this. 6 tracks that you can download free from address above. Some ok 
tunes but waaay too mellow for the likes of me. 

MIKE PUKE- An Horrific Fracas pro-CDR (www.mvspace.com/mikepuke ) 

Eat yer heart out Swell Maps. Bedroom recordings from a New Zealand geezer with a nod 
to Charged Rees type stuff. Fast and chaotic, there’s some decent songs here but also some 
that are a complete racket. It’s all done with computers (with his band’s drums edited to fit 
the songs) and it doesn’t sound like a bedroom recording, esp not the vocals which are 
well throaty (not the nerdy half-whispering you would expect, given the conditions). 









NECK - Come Out Fighting CD (www.golfrecords.co.uk') 

The folk punk bandwagon is now so full the axles have snapped, but give em their 
credit, Neck were one of the first. The singer, Leeson , was (I think) in London 
indie/punk band THE SHOUT who treaded the same boards as Mega City 4 and 
Senseless Things etc, with some good tunes welded to sussed lyrics, and this is 
carried forward to NECK’s offerings. “Come Out Fighting” , “Tink” and “Hello 
Jakey” are cracking tunes, spoilt only by overuse of flute (obligatory in these 
circles) and the production which just crosses the barrier into radio friendly 
territory (the rich sound bands tend to get at Fred Purser’s studio for example). 
Lyrically sussed as always, and incase you missed anything, detailed explanations 
are given in the excellent booklet (a ‘Hooley’, we find, is Irish for ‘party’ ). My 
main gripe is, like all folk punk albums, there’s one too many ballads , but on the 
whole, a commendable effort that will please all fans of MEN THEY COULDN’T 
HANG. 

PURPLE HEARTS - Mod Singles Collection CD 

(www.mvspace.com/captainmod) 

Like most late 70’s mod bands these had some really good singles - “Millions 
Like Us” , “Jimmy” and even the ultra poppy “My Life’s a Jigsaw”, but a full CD 
is a bit much. On some of the later songs there’s even a new romantic influence 
creeping in, and there’s no excuse for a Scooby Doo cover... Quite a bit of 60’s 
influence there too, which is not my thing. Superb packaging as usual, one of the 
few CDs you actually want to LOOK at just like the old days and vinyl! And some 
good sleevenotes from the band, written in a refreshingly honest manner. 

ROTTEN APPLES- Made From Girders CD 

(www.mvspace.com/rottenapples2008) 

Scottish Oi band who , it turns out, have been going for years but only just put 
something down on CD. Slightly reactionary lyrics from the school of BAKERS 
DOZEN, with abuse and bile directed at beggars , smackheeds and kiddy fiddlers, 
and a couple of humorous intros (spot the homeless joke nicked from Clarkson’s 
book!). Can’t quite understand how they get so wound up about beggars (just 
walk past!) but it’s not a bad CD , with raw menacing guitars , the odd singalong 
bit and clattering drums courtesy of the ex DUNGBEATLES drummer (which is 
as good reference point as any). And respect to em for answering 3 PUNK ROCK 
QUESTIONS interview without losing their temper! 

ROUGH STUFF - S/T 7” (www.longshotmusic.com) 

Raw but powerful Japanese Oi, influenced by UK 82 - and you can tell. The A 
side (“Out Of Control” ) has a sort-of LAST RESORT feel to it, basic but with a 
fair bit clout (or maybe it’s because they steal the tune to “Violence in our 










Minds”!). The B Side “Anti-Politician” is no stranger to plagiarism either , 
pilfering the riff to THE UPSTARTS’ “Machine Gun Kelly” but it’s got enough 
guts to pull it off. Splatter vinyl and insert with interview where we find they’re 
also influenced by Discocks & Tom & The Bootboys - thankfully I can’t see any 
comparison!! This is good stuff, although they’ll never make it into PR (slogan - 
“We’re 4 Men”!!!) 

THE SCABS- Rise Of The Underdog CDR ( www.myspace.com/thescabsclub ) 

Rough and ready Cumbrian punk band who are clearly not gonna get a job in tourism. All 
the gritty reality of 2-Tory Party Britain on one 20 track CD. Charvers attacking the old, 
our young sent to die in illegal wars, the complete breakdown of society. The subject 
matter may not be original but singer Geeza (for that is his name!) has a way with words. 
Reminds me of those 80’s comps like Demolition Blues/On The Streets. 

SECRET ARMY - Redemption 7” (www.longshotmusic.com ) 

The first thing you notice is the superb packaging. The inner is so heavy and the 
(clear) vinyl so thick it feels like a double 7”, and despite putting 4 long-ish songs 
on one 7” the sound quality is surprisingly good. Takes a while to get going 
(intro’s on both sides) but once it does we get to hear some seriously good 
streetrock tunes . I am not up on my Spanish history, so which war happened in 
“1808” (and the cover presumably) and whether it was a just fight, I have no idea, 
but it’s definitely a keeper. Like Dropkick Murphys better stuff. 

SLICK 46- Young Love 10” (www.longshotmusic.com ) 

6 tracks plus an acoustic version (featuring a geezer out of VICIOUS CIRCLE). 
This is pretty much an extension of their CD on Longshot. The sound is a bit more 
beefy , but on the whole it’s 3 chord basic Oi with a nod to UK80’s streetpunk. 
Rich kids and Godbotherers come in for some grief but the lyrics have a style of 
their own. Unadventurous (musically at least) but it does the job 

SPOILT ANDREW- Tory Bastard CDRS ( www.youtube.com/spoiltandrew) 

Got this handed to me at a Subhumans gig. A one song CDR with cool DK’s style collage 
on the back with Thatcher seig heiling. I don’t know who Andrew is but if he’s a Tory 
let’s have him outed properly, with lyrics, cos this is cracking Scottish punk that will 
please fans of THREATS , FOOLISH HIT etc. 

V/A- BEST OF WESTERN STAR PSYCHOBILLY CD ( www.steplmusic.com ) 

The only bands I’d heard of here were FRENZY, FRANTIC FL1NTST0NES and THE 
SHARKS, but this is a very varied and often listenable comp. Most of it isn’t psychobilly 
in the loud & raucous Demented Are Go sense, but there’s some good tunes from the likes 
of FRENZY and especially THE ROCK-IT DOGS. Dawn actually spotted that BIG DEN 
HEGARTY (who opens the CD) is the mad cunt out of DARTS!! The sleevenotes tell the 











story of the label, which apparently only releases stuff recorded in it’s own studio, and 
comes complete with pics of various acts. 


V/A-MAINSTREAM MUSIC IS SHIT ( www.tnsrecords.co.uk) 

A 37 track double CD full of new punk, with a hefty representation from TNS and Do The 
Dog labels. A cheap way to check out bands you’ve seen touting their wares all over My 
Space. Most of these bands benefit from a hefty production and good musicianship but 
more often than not the singing comes in and my head starts to hurt (usually either 
screamo, rocky or Americanised pop punk stylee). Very hard to pick a standout apart from 
the excellent DCORNER B01S who’s song has already been comped, and is on their split 
CD with Barse. The other bands are pretty much equal in standard, so it would be unfair to 
name-drop. Good to see a label having faith in new bands though, and you certainly can’t 
argue with the title! 

OI! L’ALBUM + UPRV Vinyls CDR ( www.uvpr.fr) 

French label’s sampler with 7”s from Headliners who play tuneful streetpunk (like a 
French Swingin Utters) and Gonna Get Yours (excellent Templars style , only 
faster/more catchy). Then there’s the comp album which has a bit work put into it (ie it’s 
not full of songs you’ve already got). Some really good stuff on this esp Bombardiers , 
and (again) Gonna Get Yours. No real duffers though. 

FANZINES 

FAILSAFE no.? - contact failsafezine@yahoo.com for details. Another glossy and 
professional looking issue of the UK’s number one retro zine. Editor David knows 
everything there is to know about bands most of you won’t have even heard of. This issue 
there’s Jennifer Blowdryer (from old US punk band The Blowdryers), a geezer from Red 
Kross, TV Smith (again, but always worth it) and - rarely seen these days either live or in 
zines - Blyth Power. As usual the interviews are immaculately researched and very 
interesting, the pics are great and there’s also a smattering of gig and record reviews (but 
don’t expect any new bands) 

RIOT ON YOUR OWN 34 - free w/large letter SAE (UK) - Bill, 5 Glen Rd, Belfast, 
BT5, N.Ireland. OR email billyriot@hotmail.com More of the same from Billy Riot - 
shitloads of CD/record reviews, the odd totty pic, the latest escapades of his kick boxing 
son, and gig reviews (both Rebellion and the Irish punk fest are covered). Billy’s not 
afraid to embarrass himself (Green Day’s “American Idiot” album was superb, 
apparently!) or out to make friends (still PC baiting ). 

THAT’S NOT SKANKING - free with A5 SAE (UK) - TNS, Flat 113, The Hacienda, 
Whitworth Street West, Manchester, Ml 5DB or email tnsrecordsuk@hotmail.co.uk if 
outside UK). What it lacks in the bland local-mag style of questioning it makes up for in 
enthusiasm. Some good articles on age and organising yourself in a band (although a bit 
corporate speak enters into it, units etc). Plus pieces on various new bands (mainly on 
TNS) 









